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H A N D  C R A F T E D  C U S T O M  W O O D W O R K I N G  

Artisans EBRU-TV Special 
E B R U - T V  S p e c i a l  E d i t i o n  

Artisans of the Valley is proud to have joined the list of notable artists from around 

the world featured on EBRU-TVõs òBlank Canvasó. Scheduled to air September 24, 

2009 on RCNõs Channel 53 as well as on satellite links around the world, the show 

will also be available via streaming video links at www.ebru.tv Artisans will be 

providing a video link hosted on our servers as soon as possible. 

Weõre looking forward to making new contacts with EBRUõs viewers. This special 

feature newsletter includes information about the artists and pieces featured in 

this episode. 
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ñ B l a n k  C a n v a s ò 

This is a special feature edition of Artisansõ Quarterly Review featuring more details about us and the projects featured in our 

international television debut! Artisans of the Valley with a cast of characters including Eric M. Saperstein, Theresa Tonte, Stanley 

D. Saperstein, and a rare on camera appearance by Cindy Saperstein join EBRU TV's new show entitled "Blank Canvas."  

"Each week on Blank Canvas, we meet extraordinary artists and share in their stories of passion and dedication. What drove them 

to their art? How did it feel the first time they picked up that brush and filled up a blank canvas? Sometimes it is a form of personal 

expression, and other times, it is a way to preserve one's heritage. A few rare artists even use their art forms to build bridges and 

foster dialogue, bringing people together. We also delve into the life of the artist, his fears and passions and ultimately how he 

uses his art form to make sense of the world and strengthen his connection to the divine." - www.ebru.tv  

The show features as an eleven minute segment of a half hour show 

featuring two artist profiles in each episode. Filmed on May 29, 2009 - the 

show will be aired on September 24th. We're hoping that more networks 

pick up the EBRU programming soon, they are a growing Turkish based 

company that has an established worldwide audience. 

Producer: Archana Mahalingam 

Host: Yakenda McGahee 

Cameraman: Tim McNanny 

Production Assistant: Akmal Hamid  

SATELLITE PARAMETERS Satellite: Galaxy 25 (97 W)  

Frequency: 12.084 MHz. Polarization: Vertical Symbol Rate: 22.000 

EBRU TV 300 Franklin Square Drive Somerset, NJ 08873 

Phone: 1 (732) 560 0800 - Fax: 1 (732) 560 0801 Photo by Henry Schweber 

http://www.ebru.tv
http://www.artisansofthevalley.com/newsletter.shtml
http://www.ebru.tv
http://www.henry8photo.com/
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A r t i s a n s  &  a  B l a n k  C a n v a s  

Weõve had our time on camera for local news coverage, appeared in 

magazines, newspapers, and obviously our work, reviews, articles, 

and other features is found on dozens of websites. The opportunity 

for an international television debut, however, is a unique and new 

experience for all of us at Artisans of the Valley. 

Weõve worked with the EBRU-TV crew to provide a portal into our 

lives as artisans, featuring a cross section of our woodcarving, 

custom furniture, antique restoration and a brief history of our trade. 

The interviews offer perspectives from Theresa Tonte & Cindy 

Saperstein as special features to take the viewpoints past the father 

and son operation. 

Eric Saperstein provides host Yakenda McGahee the opportunity to 

work on a wildlife carving project as well as insight into the business 

operations behind an artistic trade. Stanley Saperstein likewise 

provides his thoughts on the transition of the skills, the trade, and 

the business from father to son. 

We hope you enjoy the finished episode as much as we enjoyed the 

day with EBRUõs crew and the privilege of sharing our artwork and an 

important part of our lives with EBRUõs viewers around the world. We 

have no idea what this worldwide publicity will bring, the next steps 

we take are falling on the òblank canvasó of new opportunities. 

 

Photos by Henry Schweber 

http://www.henry8photo.com/
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A r t i s a n s  o f  t h e  V a l l e y  

Artisans of the Valley, based in Pennington, NJ, is an exclusive custom furniture, cabinetry, 

carving, and restoration shop. We are among the last craftsmen honed the traditional 

apprenticeship method of passing on the skills of furniture design, joynery, carving, and finishing. 

We offer our custom furniture by commission, and we hand sign and date each piece upon 

completion.  

For over 35 years Master Craftsman Emeritus Stanley D. Saperstein has perfected his skills and 

in the process passed these skills to his son Eric. Eric has now taken the reins of the business, 

studio, and the title of Master Craftsman.  

Artisans offers custom period and original design furniture by commission. Each piece is hand signed and bares a small brass 

plaque indicating its origin from our studio. Our goal is to produce the next generation of antiques; the heirlooms of tomorrow. 

Artisans provides services  to residential & commercial clients, design firms, and architects.  

Artisans of the Valley is the last of the true conservation studios in New Jersey, providing museum quality restorations, refinishing, 

repair, and preservation services. Artisans will evaluate your antiques and collectables to determine the best options for your 

cherished possessions. Artisans is one of the few remaining restoration studios that can handle restoring a true shellac finish and 

provide the skills necessary to replace or restore damaged ball and claw feet, detailed carvings, and veneer. 

Artisans offers heirloom quality hand rubbed shellac and tung oil finishes as well as hand painted options on any of our pieces. In 

addition, modern finishes  are available through our affiliates including the full spectrum of lacquers, acrylics, and urethanes. 

Bent on educating our clients, Artisans offers a tactical theory on restoration entitled òThe Philosophy of Restoration.ó This article 

outlines the concepts associated with restoration, and helps dispense the myth surrounding antiques and their care. Artisans 

restoration services are not limited to furniture; we handles military artifacts such as firearms, swords, and leather goods. We are 

the only conservation studio restoring antique and collectable chess sets; bragging rights include several the famous Jaques of 

London first 300 Staunton series sets. 

For a concise overview of our portfolio download Artisans òMini-Portfolio.ó 

 
Photos by Henry Schweber 

http://www.artisansofthevalley.com
http://www.artisansofthevalley.com/services1.html
http://www.artisansofthevalley.com/docs/the_philosophy_of_restoration.pdf
http://www.artisansofthevalley.com/docs/restoration_of_the_game.pdf
http://www.artisansofthevalley.com/docs/restoration_of_the_game.pdf
http://www.artisansofthevalley.com/docs/Artisans_of_the_Valley_Mini-Portfolio.pdf
http://www.henry8photo.com/
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Photo by Greg Pallente ©2007 North Jersey Media Group 

A r t i s t  B i o ðE r i c  M .  S a p e r s t e i n  

Master Craftsman Eric M. Saperstein, born in 1973, came to his first experiences in woodworking through his 

father, Master Craftsman Stanley D. Saperstein, as soon as he was old enough to walk. Stanleyõs maintained 

his studio within his home, allowing him to spend time with his family and groom his son in hopes that he 

would take on the traditional trade.  

Ericõs motivation in childhood was often financial over artistic, by the time he was a teenager his skills had 

already become valuable enough to demand a fair compensation. Always seeking a means to gain income, 

Eric started and operated several small businesses including a casting business, computer bulletin board 

system, and various trades for hire. It often came to the surprise to new neighbors when heõd wander up and 

suddenly be teaching them how to build a deck, shed, or complete other home improvement projects. 

By his early teens Eric was well versed in producing case goods, the basic furniture joints, and finishing procedures.  Having spent 

his summers and hundreds of volunteer hours at Howell Living History Farm Ericõs background expanded to include timber framing, 

farm equipment maintenance and restoration, and even the care and rigging of the horses for work around the farm. Stanley ran 

several adult school classes to produce furniture for the farmhouse and complete various other projects around the properties; Eric 

was usually in tow and often serving as a co-instructor. 

Along side his interests in woodworking, Eric honed his skills in information technology taking his first consulting job at the age of 

fifteen. The job began as basic data entry, but quickly expanded high school went on into customer support, networking, hardware 

maintenance and other functions. Of course the traditional shed raising wasnõt left out, and last we spoke with Ericõs previous boss 

the shed they built was still standing today! 

The IT experience continued to expand through college, landing him into the niche of Configuration Management by graduation. 

Eric now maintains a dual lifestyle with one foot in IT and the other planted in the world of artists. Eric took Artisans over from 

Stanley at the end of the year 2000, bringing it to the internet by 2001. His background in technology, and a few years in 

marketing, combined with his generally obsessive personality to create what is now one of the largest and most intensive 

woodworking websites on the internet. 

Artisans online portfolio began with Stanleyõs master pieces, then quickly gained content as Eric completed and carefully 

documented commissions, restorations, carvings, sculptures, and outtakes from the familyõs lives. Eric took on the furnishing of his 

own home, and as his skills as a craftsman improved, started taking on more difficult projects and developing his talents in design, 

woodcarving, and restoration.  

Artisans introduced a flagship line, òNew Wave Gothicó one of the most unique Renaissance styles to be produced in the last few 

hundred years. Incorporation of various hand carved wildlife and landscape scenes into chests, bars, panels, and boxes turned into 

a òSafarió style of furniture and accessories. Meanwhile the flow of restoration projects through the studio never ceased, bringing 

in everything from original Louie XV commodes, Staunton series chess sets, tables, chairs, canes, and even cannons and sections 

of battleships. 

Seven years had now passed without anyone really noticing the time going by, all the while Eric building on his journeyman level 

skills. January of 2008 marked the formal proclamation that Eric had reached the skill level of a Master Craftsman, a point 

commemorated in Ericõs usual style of being just slightly into the range of overkill with a hand scribed illuminated parchment. A 

formal artistic document that once signed in itself became an heirloom. 

In 2008, Masterõs Title attached, decided it was time to take Artisans to the next level. Artisans is now the home of his fiancé, 

Theresa Tonte, who has herself taken on the quest of learning the woodworking 

trade. The couple plan to relocate the studio and expand their operations, inspiring 

new marketing and publicity initiatives began to take shape. The formal branding of 

Eric as an artist began, and the foundation is being laid for the future of Artisans of 

the Valley. 

Eric M. Saperstein is Master of Artisans, Owner, Webmaster, Editor, Bookkeeper, 

Buyer, Office Manager, Legal Pit-bull, and heõs in charge of vacuuming the shop: 

eric@artisansofthevalley.com 

http://www.artisansofthevalley.com/cb_es_profile1.shtml
http://www.artisansofthevalley.com/cb_es_profile1.shtml
mailto:eric@artisansofthevalley.com
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A r t i s t  B i o ð T h e r e s a  T o n t e  

Theresa Tonte (Teri) joined Artisans of the Valley in 2006. After about two years on the observation deck she 

decided to take on the challenge of learning a new trade. To our surprise, Teriõs sideline game imparted her 

with quite a bit of knowledge just from hanging around the shop. 

Teri now provides detailed cleaning of antiques and collectables, preparation and finishing for restorations 

and commissions; in addition she handles Artisansõ touch up and repair work. Teri will also take over 

Artisansõ scheduling and bookkeeping very soon. Weõre even thinking of putting her on accounts receivable. 

Anyone thinking they can take advantage of this little blond should remember that she has been 

documented placing a 308 behind the ear of a 300lb Austrian boar at 80 yards; any question of her 

tenacity, just check with the guides at Sunrize Safaris! 

Teri expressed her own entrepreneurial talents by founding Smooth Finish by Artisans of the Valley. òSmooth Finishó is a spin-off 

company chartered to provide on-site touch up and repair services for residential and commercial customers. Teri plans to 

explore new markets including hotels, restaurants, insurance and warranty companies, and offices, ensuring that the 

expectation of a pristine environment is met. 

Outside of Smooth Finish & Artisans, Teri is often found at poker tournaments or honing her hustling skills with online games; at 

times even falling asleep with her laptop during late night events. Once she actually gained enough ground early in an online 

tournament to reach the final table while sound asleep for the second half! Teri aspires to win her way into the World Series of 

Poker and eventually enjoy the lifestyle of a professional player ultimately redefining her relationship role as òEricõs sugar-

mama.ó 

She can also be tracked traveling with her fianc® Eric, who introduced her to various hunting and fishing expeditions, Teriõs 

exploits can be seen in our Company Background Adventure Album section and in her personal profile. Of course we canõt leave 

out Teriõs all time favorite activity, burrowing into a warm wrap of blankets and catching up on her sleep! 

Theresa Tonte is the Owner of Smooth Finish by Artisans of the Valley. Teri provides onsite touchup & repair services for 

residential, corporate, and institutional clients as well as serving to fill a variety of roles in the shop including referee: 

terri@artisansofthevalley.com 
Photo by Henry Schweber 

Photo by Henry Schweber 

http://www.artisansofthevalley.com/cb_tt_profile1.shtml
http://www.artisansofthevalley.com/cb_tt_profile1.shtml
mailto:terri@artisansofthevalley.com

