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E r i c ô s  O f f i c i a l  P a p e r s 

This year, we decided to officially document Ericõs status as òMaster of the Shop.ó In his usual 

style of going all-in; Eric commissioned hand scribed & illuminated parchment to 

commemorate the occasion. See Ericõs Profile on our website. 

Journeyman papers follow a long standing tradition of artisans and trades to certify their own. 

Prior to colleges and trade schools, each craft had required an individual to step through from 

apprenticeships to journeyman levels, and finally reaching Masterõs level.  The recognition of a Master Craftsman usually 

requires not only years of experience, but the demonstration of a set of skills through the delivery of specific works that 

each ensure mastery for one simple reason; the master work would not be completed if the individualõs skills were not up 

to par. This scroll includes not only the formal version of Ericõs journeyman and masterõs papers, but 

proclaims the fulfillment of Stanley Sapersteinõs obligation to his teacher, Master C. N. òLarryó 

Grinnell to pass his skills on to another generation, and it marks the official transfer of Artisans of 

the Valley from father to son. 

The commission for Ericõs pedigree went to Rosemary Buczek, a Caldwell College graduate with a 

Bachelors in Fine Arts. Rosemary is master of her own studio, òThe Gilded Quilló. Her love of the 

Medieval Manuscripts of the Medieval Ages influences her designs and use of color. Commissions 

like Ericõs journeyman papers present the opportunity to combine her calligraphic skills with creative 

and colorful illuminations and gilding techniques to develop truly original art on a hand crafted skin 

parchment by Pergamena. Rosemaryõs skills have been recognized by the International Association 

of Master Penmen, Engrossers and Teachers of Handwriting (IAMPETH) whereby she achieved the title of òMaster 

Penmanó, and served two terms as President. This net result of Rosemaryõs efforts is a work of art that is absolute must 

see in person; or at least visit our website for the high resolution images.  

We are proud to announce the release of our òMini-Portfolio.ó This 44 page booklet  delivers a 

cross section of Artisansõ commissions and restorations; 35 years in the making. Itõs actually 

quite amazing what has come out of our small shop over the past 35 years, even to us! 

We are actively seeking representation to assist in expanding our client base. We plan to 

employ this new compact medium to reach into new markets, primarily through interior design 

firms across the United States. Copies are available upon request for $5. 
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One can view a table as a functional device designed for the purpose of keeping objects off the floor; basically no more 

than a platform at which to comfortably eat, work, play cards, or whatever else you may do while sitting in front of a flat 

surface. Alternately you may see your furniture as functional artwork, providing an esthetic value and atmosphere to your 

home.  

Artisans of the Valley is pleased to announce completion of this quarter sawn white oak òNew Wave Gothic Desk,ó  also 

considered a library table, transitioning our line of gothic tables from the dining room into the office. The desk carries our 

signature themes with hand rope carving, cathedral style panels in each leg, select grade materials, and an heirloom quality 

finish.  

We are receiving inquiries requesting concepts for coffee and end tables, poker tables, and other configurations. Weõre 

more than happy to design a custom òNew Wave Gothicó piece to suit your requirements be they modern or medieval; as 

shown below our desks work equally well with laptops or feather quills!  We are planning to complete a poker table in the 

latter part of 2008. 
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So the story goes that Jeffrey & his friend Steve travel the 

globe seeking the ultimate fishing adventures. Steve (bottom 

center photo left) decided to find a unique gift for his fishing 

buddy that reflected a unique, charismatic, highly expressive, 

and at times a bit over the top personality.  

Steve also mentioned Jeffreyõs tendency to find boundaries as 

more of a suggestion than a rule; illustrated in the bottom 

right photo! Jeffreyõs fishing prowess is obvious from the 

exuberant display of  just two of his catches shown below.  

This unique folk art figure by Stanley D. Saperstein was 

commissioned by Steve as a gift for Jeffreyõs birthday. Stan 

decided to twist the perspective slightly when he conjured up 

this caricature. Every now and again a sign may just have 

something to say, and sometimes the fish actually do bite! 

Projects that make us laugh and offer a never ending source 

of humor to our clients are always great commissions. Check 

out websiteõs Figure Carving section for some detailed images 

of this original carving, and a full gallery of Stanleyõs folk art 

figure carvings.  

 

ñ J e f f r e y  G o t  a  b i t e ! ò 
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Entering Q2 means startup of our next òNew Wave Gothicó project; a full size dining table, matching 

server, and set of corner units. Most of our commissions start with nothing more than a concept sketch. 

The next steps are often baffling to just about everyone other than us; with the exception of a cutting 

sheet that provides us with the materials requirements as well as a simple breakdown of what lengths, 

widths, and thicknesses are required for each part, our process is very abstract and introvert.  

There are no architectural CAD drawings for our artistic commissions. We just leap from sketch to  what 

seems like a finished product sometimes without any obvious or apparent logic or method. Yet the 

process actually does require a great deal of both, with the induction of experience and skill. 

Parts and pieces begin to take shape, and are fit and assembled into frames, doors, legs, shelves, 

tabletops and other components. Weõre often employing every clamp in the shop, and weõve concluded 

that no matter how many we own we still have yet to have 

enough. 

Below left, Teri is working on removing clamps from the server 

frame, center; about half the project materials, and to the right 

the  tableõs trestle leg structures  

Check out òCreating a Priceless Heirloom,ó a documentary by 

Eric M. Saperstein published on our website that illustrates our 

creative process in detail providing a photo illustrated view from 

start to finish of an original Artisans design; a New Wave Gothic Credence Table. eõll be featuring the development of this 

walnut dining set on our website shortly. Weõll also be providing the story of our delivery Road Trip to Austin, TX scheduled 

for the summer of 2008, assuming fuel prices donõt surpass our mortgage payments, weõll present this set in person! 

G o t h i c ð i n  W a l n u t  

We decided to include a short blurb on our venture down south which included the wedding of Thomas Clark, Jr. and 

Jennifer Stracka in Jacksonville, FL, a boar hunt at the Gopher Plantation outside of Waycross, GA, hitting a few wineries, 

and a few hours panning for gold and gems. Weõre still waiting on the wedding photos to come in and itõs past our 

publishing deadline so weõll put them in the  next issue!  Hereõs a few snapshots from the Gopher Plantation. 

E r i c  &  T e r i  G o n e  S o u t h  
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