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E d i t o r  S p e a k i n g  

Well so much for 2010! If you didnõt notice we kinda missed our quarterly 

mark on the newsletters. Things got busy, life got away from us, and we 

simply decided to take a break from the publishing business. 

So what are we shooting for in 2011? Well we all hoped that things would 

have returned to the glory days of economic boom with boundless spending 

being the norm; yeah that bubble has popped! Our focus remains at our 

roots, providing museum quality restoration services and investment grade 

custom furniture, woodcarving, and sculpture. 

The theory is simple; restore donõt replace, be cost conscious and 

environmentally proactive. Invest in tangibles; buy furniture once and have it 

last a lifetime. Heirloom quality furniture for your home or office provides 

beauty, functionality, and it often increases in value. 
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The 2010 Philadelphia Furniture Show proved to be an interesting experience. 

We put on a display showing our original gothic furniture, wildlife carvings, and 

our restoration skills. Special guest Charles Maxwell joined us at the event 

grabbing a great deal of spotlight and praise with some of the most unique 

hand made all wooden clocks on the market today. 

The crowd was steady and we enjoyed the interaction with curious aficionados 

from around the tri-state entertaining questions and inquiries about our 

commissioned work and our conservation services.  

2010 Finishes / 2011 Begins  

Editor Speaking  

Highlights from Philly Furniture Show  

Our New JOC; Dana  

Cute Girl Whittling  

Woodworker Michael Pietras Returns!  

Charles Maxwellõs Hardwood Clocks 

English Brown Oak Mantle Restoration  

An Acacia Wood Cane  

Featured in Sticks  

Breathing new Fire into Dragons  

Stanleyõs Warriors 

Lionõs of Judah 

Gem Industries Orbital Polisher Demo  

A Brand New 2010 Camaro  

Woodworker Blows at Glass  

Plenty of Kittens & Pups!  



P a g e  2  A r t i s a n s  Q u a r t e r l y  R e v i e w  

Our new jewelry organization consultant (JOC), Dana Oxenberg, sunlights as a bio-engineer while applying her creative talents 

towards solving a prominent female dilemma. Anyone who owns more than one necklace has discovered that somehow when the 

two items are placed together in a dark drawer they intertwine into a metallic orgy that ends with an insurmountably complex knot. 

The intricacy of the entanglement exponentially increases with each additional chain eventually reaching the state of a yarnball 

attached by a dozen angry kittens. 

How to a value on one of Danaõs creations? - Well how many hours have you wasted untangling these disasters? How many times 

have you been late to an important engagement; perhaps a job interview, a date, a wedding? How much cursing was involved? Do 

you actually have a ball of cherished precious metal strings abandoned to the abyss of a shoebox so your conscious mind can be 

blinded from the frustration of failed detangling attempts.  

These so called flat drawer òjewelry boxesó compartmentalized in no logical manner allow you to simply pile earrings into a lump. 

Do you find it strange that inanimate objects can manage to vote one or more mismatched rejects off the box? It doesnõt make 

sense, it breaks the laws of physics, but when you are in a rush try to match a pair of earrings from this indiscriminate pile you 

damn well know itõs impossible! The net (sad) result of all of this insanity is known as Jewelry 

Distress Syndrome (JDS) ... 

What are Danaõs qualifications to present herself as a JOC? Well, to start out sheõs a woman who 

owns and wears jewelry; second she is clinically diagnosed as being severely OCD. Even working 

in the pharma industry and having access to best meds available to subdue this obsessive 

nature, it remains alive and disturbingly focused on relieving the female species of the pain and 

suffering they endure in their daily dressing routines.  

The earring screens swing out for display and simple access to studs for removal and mounting. 

The loops cling firmly around a vertical gallery, while the open hook variants are hung in a 

straightforward and orderly parade line. Notice the chains holding bracelets; unhook the clasp at 

one end and the string comes forward to present each individual chain for review. 

Danaõs solution will clearly allow all of you to overcome adversity! The only decision to make now 

is how many to order. Obviously you need one for yourself, but please help end womenõs suffering 

everywhere and get one for your daughter, mother, sister, aunts, cousins, friends, and coworkers. 

http://www.artisansofthevalley.com/docs/JewelryBoxesbyDana.pdf 
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http://www.artisansofthevalley.com/docs/JewelryBoxesbyDana.pdf
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It should be obvious by now that we draft anyone who hangs around our shop / family for any 

more than a few hours into some sort of project! This held true with our JOC Dana Oxenberg, 

who not only created her new line of Jewelry boxes, she received a few pointers from Stanley 

Saperstein on the art of whittling. 

Danaõs first carving, as with most of Stanõs students, was a quickly configured simple variant 

of a classic ògnome.ó These little figures provide an excellent subject to illustrate the basic use 

of whittling knives and the techniques used to hold the piece and the blade. As with almost 

every new whittler, Dana experienced a few minor mishaps but quickly learned basic tool 

handling. Fortunately we keep a good supply of tape and bandages on hand for this very 

common occupational hazard. Danaõs personal projects will be appearing on our blog soon! 

W o o d w o r k e r  M i c h a e l  

P i e t r a s  R e t u r n s  

2011 Brings the return of one of Ericõs long time friends and fellow artist Michael Pietras. Mike will be joining the Artisans gang 

bringing an array of skills in furniture making, carving, finishing, wood turning, boat making, and a host of other crafts and trades. 

Mikeõs portfolio extends into modern furniture including pieces combining the use of wood, concrete, Corian, and other materials. 

Say tuned for more details on Mikeõs portfolio!   


