
How do you capture the essence of a moment, a feeling that takes hold during a 

specific point in time where time actually feels like it stops? This is quite the common 

creative artistic goal; painters, photographers, sculptors, sketch artists, and yes 

carvers all can seek towards achieving a freeze frame of reality. 

The goal of this carving was to capture a hunterõs morning, the timeframe just before 

sunrise, almost everything is seen as a silhouette, until one point in time that you 

may not even perceive took place but all of the sudden color appears, often a golden 

hue. Anyone that has spent their share of time in a blind knows that this is often 

when that amazing buck you were watching for the past fifteen minutes suddenly and 

magically morphs itself into a bush with a fallen branch as antlers; but every now and 

then the transformation doesnõt take place and what stands before you actually is a 

mature, defined, and majestic creature. This is a point in time relished by every 

hunter, men, women, and youth alike whether it is the first time, or even for those 

with a lifetime of experience. 

This piece is a birthday present for musician, outdoorsman, and author Ted Nugent, 

the inspiration for this wildlife scene comes from my personal experience as well as 

the descriptive nature of Tedõs many writings and speeches. The whitetail was 

selected as it remains his most cherished game, a trait we have in common. 

This piece is actually the first one that I formally titled, previous works being furniture, 

or scenes carved within bar fronts, chests, or other functional forms. The title comes 

from the obvious whitetail deer, Sunrize is derived from òSunrize Safarisó which is the 

Nugent familyõs hunting guide and expedition service. 

The pattern is a composite modified from a Lora S. Irish sketch, which is a common practice within our shop. We employ various 

components from different patterns, especially the wildlife and detailed trees, with our own backgrounds to scale the scene to fit 

the desired panel size. The pattern is the key to a carvingõs outcome; spend as much time in this phase as it takes to develop your 

scene. Recreate the scene multiple times, change subtle items in the background and the foreground, adjusting it until it feels right. 

òWhitetail Sunrizeó 
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Information about Sunrize Safaris and Ted Nugent can be found at www.tednugent.com 
Carving patterns by Lora S. Irish can be found at www.carvingpatterns.com 


