Carving a niche

By JAaNET PURCELL
Special to The Times

5 an ordinary room, add handerafied woodwark-
ing. a lew picces of handmade fine period (urni-
ture, inclade a2 handearved accenl piece or bwao,
and you've gob o room that is not only warnn and welcom-
ing, but & room thal also reflects individuadily,

“Handerafted woodworking enhances the unigue
atmosphere of vour home and is as artistic as a palnting,
a slained-glass window or scalptore.” says custom wood-
worker Eric Saperstein, "Woodworking, freestanding o
built in. can aceent your home and bring a warm rich
leeling Lo any roome unlike that of any other material,”

Eric Saperstein is the son of Trenlon-born-and-raised
Stanley Saperstein, the only formally apprenticed wood
worker adhering (o 18th-century methods in New Jersey.
Eric, who served an apprenticeship with his Gither, is now
worling with him hand-in-hand and will carry the irade
of [ine woodworking into the nexl generation,

“In 1994 | became very ill and had o restrict whal 1
dicdd hecause | didn’t bave the strength,” says Stanley
Saperstein. 7T had trained my son from the age of 10, and
when 1 told him I might have o close down everylhing
and retive, he was upsel. He didn’t want to let my name
die. [le decided to take it to the next generation, and T
work wilh him ardd oversee him,”

Reflecting on his development as a woodworker.
Saperstein recalls being handed his first pockel knife at 8

Circa 1680-1680, a hand-carved Conneclicut-style blankel chest
in pak, above, and a Bible box in walnut, below, Right: A Duncan
Phyfe roll-top desk houses Stan's pocketknife collection,

— Phetes by Thomas H, Glark, Jz,
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Slanley Saperstein, left, with his son, Eric, in their workshap in
Trentan, M., are keeping the art of 18th-century woodcarving
alive. — Phato by Frank Jacohs I

and says he was shown how to keep it sharp. His sum-
mers were spenl on his grandparenls’ lanm in upstale
New York, and by the age of 8, he was joining the old
farmers of the region when they gathered around a poi-
bellied stove. “They'd tell stories and whittle and T'd wateh
them,” he says. When he was 10, his grandlather gave
him a whittling knife, and he has been whittling and care
ing ever since.

Ir 1972 he mel 75-year old Clarence “Larmy”™ Grinnell
of the well-known family of woodworkers. The Grinnell
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